Necrotizing sialometaplasia: an unusual bilateral presentation associated with antecedent anaesthesia and lack of response to intralesional steroids. Case report and review of the literature.
Necrotizing sialometaplasia is a self-limiting, variably ulcerated benign process affecting minor salivary glands. Accurate histological diagnosis is paramount, as it has been mistaken for malignancy, which has resulted in excessively aggressive and unnecessary radical surgery. A unique case of bilateral necrotizing sialometaplasia, presenting with anaesthesia of the greater palatine nerves, is described. An attempt at active therapy with intralesional steroids had no effect on the course of the condition.